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1. What does Paulina symbolize in “Finding Paulina”?
2. How does the death of Little Mack impact Bill as a boy?  How does it impact him as a Marine on Iwo Jima?
3. Why does Arty choose the Marines when he really wanted to fight against Hitler?
4. Bill and Arty come from different parts of the country.  They have different family backgrounds, different beliefs and different educations.  Why do they become such good friends?  

5. What do we learn about Danny Kline in “The Menagerie”?  Is his behavior as a man a reflection of his behavior as a boy?

6. Who is more immoral?  Bennie Bermeister or Sweet Tooth Tommy?  

7. Why does Sweet Tooth Tommy take Abner and Geneva to the hospital?  

8. Who is Cliff Barton really?  
9. What is the significance of Faith Weddington’s name?  Why is Smitty fascinated with her?  Why is he disappointed by her?
10. What’s the significance of Cordell’s luck?  How does it relate to Bill?

11. How are Bill and Smitty alike?  How are they different?

12. As the boys approach Iwo Jima, they each reflect on how they feel about being there.  How do their different backgrounds impact their pre-battle thoughts?  Aside from fear, what emotions do they share?  Kirby?  Bill?  Arty?  Cliff?  Kroner?
13. After the carnage on the beach below Suribachi, why do some of the boys come together (Arty and Bill) and others strike out on their own (Kirby and Cliff)?  How do their individual reactions reflect their backgrounds?

14. When Smitty finds Bill and Arty several days later, how has Bill changed?

15. What is the significance of the dead Japanese soldier?  His sword?  His pistol?

16. As the battle goes on, how do the surviving boys deal with the ongoing stress?
17. How do Bill’s combat experiences affect him in his role as father?
18. Why does the author set the confrontation between Bill and Hope in Kent Ohio?

19. How are Bill and Barry different?  How are they alike?
20. Why does Kirby go to Gettysburg?  



